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fourteen the headaches had assumed:a much more ’’severe
form and occurred much more frequently. In one attack
the patient dropped suddenly and without warning from the
chair in which she was sitting, completely losing conscious-
ness, frothing at the mouth, and twitching. The uncon-
sciousness lasted for two hours and was immediately
followed by severe nausea and intense headache. Similar

attacks occurred on other occasions, and varied treat-

ment had been tried without benefit. She had always been
noticed to hold her book peculiarly when reading, turning
her eyes to the left, and there was some twitching of the
right eye and the side of the nose. Examination revealed a

slight refractive error, and with suitable lenses she was able
to get full vision. Glasses were prescribed for constant

wear, and the further progress of the case may be summed

up in the statement that within six months she had gained
twenty pounds in weight, and now, five and a half years
after first taking to glasses, she is able to say that she has
had no recurrence of the attacks and no other treatment has
been followed. The case is certainly a most important one.
The attacks, with sudden unconsciousness, slight twitching,
and followed by severe headache, seem to point in no
uncertain way to epilepsy, and the relation of the cessation
of the fits to the correction of the refraction also seems to
be distinct.

THE SHAME OF GREAT BRITAIN.

WE have referred before upon several occasions to the I
extraordinary apathy shown by this country as regards one
of her greatest benefactors. We think we are right in

saying that in this country alone was there no official notice
taken of the centenary of the discovery of vaccination.

True, the British Medical Association had a special
Jenner number of its official journal, but the Royal
College of Physicians of London, the Royal College
of Surgeons of England, the Society of Apothe-
caries, the Universities, and of course the Government
remained mute, and our truly British method of marking i

the centenary was to have a severe epidemic of the very
disease which Jenner successfully fought in his own city,
caused by the apathy and folly of those who are called
with bitter irony guardians of the poor. Nobody was
hanged, imprisoned, or even fined, as they ought to

have been. We are led to make these remarks from

reading an account of the Jenner centenary cele-

brations in Japan, a country which the wise men of

Gloucester would probably call barbarous. Japan, which
boasts in Kitasato one of the greatest of living bacterio-
logists, held in May last a great celebration at Yokohama.
Over one thousand persons were present at the meeting,
which was attended by notables of all kinds. His Excellency
Sir Ernest Satow delivered an address upon the life and work
of Jenner, and every guest was presented with a pamphlet
setting forth the history of the discovery and a sketch of
Jenner’s life. All classes, from the Emperor and Empress
downwards, who sent a munificent donation towards the

expenses of the occasion, seem to have been represented.
Jenner’s memory was worthily honoured.

FOOD PRODUCTS ADULTERATION.

THE report of the Select Committee appointed to inquire
into the working of the Margarine Act of 1887 and the Sale
of Food and Drugs Act of 1875 and Acts amending the same
has been issued as a parliamentary paper. The recom-
mendations of the Committee are in many ways admirable,
although perhaps occasionally too lenient. We shall give
this report full notice in a future number, but we should like
when the matter comes before the House to see raised the

question whether it should not be made compulsory upon

manufacturers of patent medicines to state upon every
bottle or package distinctly what the compoFition of the
nostrum is. 

___

PROFESSOR LIONEL S. BEALE has resigned the Chair of
Medicine at King’s College and the Physiciancy to King’s
College Hospital. He was appointed Joint Professor of

Physiology with the late Sir William Bowman in 1853,
becoming sole Professor in 1856. In 1869 the chair of Patho-

logical Anatomy was instituted, and Professor Beale was

appointed as the first professor. In 1876, on the resignation
of the late Sir George Johnson, he succeeded to the Chair of
Medicine. In 1856 Professor Beale was appointed physician
in charge of out-patients at King’s College Hospital, and in
1859 he became physician to in-patients. He has held a

professorship in King’s College for forty-three years and has
had charge of patients in King’s College Hospital for forty
years. Professor F. Jeffrey Bell, M.A., has also resigned the
Chair of Comparative Anatomy, as his health during the
past year has been far from satisfactory. He has performed
the duties of the professorship since 1879.

VISCOUNT PORTMAN has promised to contribute the sum of
.BlOOD towards the Extension and Improvement Fund of

Queen Charlotte’s Lying-in Hospital, of which he is

President. 
___

WE are informed that the demonstrations given by
Mr. Hutchinson at the Clinical Museum, 1, Park-crescent,
Regent’s-park, will be suspended until Oct. 6th.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL
OFFICER OF THE LOCAL GOVERN-

MENT BOARD.

I.

THE third annual report, for 1894-5, of Dr. R. Thorne
Thorne, C.B., medical officer to the Local Government

Board, has just been issued. Like all his other contribu-
tions to the literature of State medicine, Dr. Theme’s
present report is replete with interesting and useful matter,
and for the reason that it contains an exceptional amount
of instruction which promises to be practically serviceable
to members of our profession generally we have pleasure
in noticing the report somewhat fully for the benefit of
those of our readers who cannot conveniently peruse the
voluminous original.
Whatever may have been the difficulties-and they were

doubtless formidable-which Mr. (now Sir John) Simon
encountered a quarter of a century ago in fighting the battle
of public health against widespread ignorance and selfish-
ness-forces which at that time acted usually in concert
and always in opposition to the sanitary well-being of the
people-there is no reason to complain that in recent
years, at any rate, the warning utterances of the head of
our preventive medical department have been received
otherwise than appreciatively either by consecutive govern-
ments or by the public generally. In the form of an

appendix Dr. Thorne’ Thorne’s report contains a varied
selection of the detailed reports contributed by his now
important staff of medical inspectors, all of whom
are specially trained and highly qualified for the work. And
the medical officer himself, in an elaborate essay intro-
ductory to the volume, summarises and accentuates the
teaching of these contributors, for the benefit alike of the
local authoiities directly concerned and for that of the

public health service generally. We greatly regret to learn
that the bulk of the many scores of medical reports
which are annually presented to the Local Government
Board, and which contain particulars of investigations by
experts into the circumstances attending outbreaks of
disease, are printed for departmental purposes only, and
are, therefore, not available for study by those of our pro-
fession (even, we believe, by medical officers of health) who


